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Paul Anselmo & Ed Pleuler Jr. in 2004 
 
The VWOA was informed by Walter Prang that 
VWOA Life Member and long time mentor and 
friend Paul Anselmo had become SK.  Both 
Paul and Walter expanded the training 
operations of the American Radio Association.   
Paul Anselmo was an active participant of the 
VWOA Board of Directors since 1973 and a 
1981 recipient of the:  
 

Marconi Memorial Gold 
Medal of Service 

He announced his desire not to be 
renominated to the Board of Directors either 
as an Officer or Director in 2005. 
 
We will miss his enthusiastic attitude, even 
when given from his bedside, in supporting all 
the actions embarked upon by the VWOA 
Board of Directors during his long term of 
service . 
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*****************************  
WENDELL’S NEWS CORNER 
----- Original Message -----  
From: stig jokinen  
To: Wendell R Benson  
Sent: Sunday, April 19, 2009 4:57 PM 
Subject: R/O stories 
 
Hello again Wendell! 
Another story from the years at sea came to 
my mind. 
You remember that we talked about the 
differences being a radio-officer in US and 
Nordic ships.  YL Birgitta G. has 
described them so exhaustively in her book, 
that I feel I have no reason to point out these 
again.  The fact that we in Nordic ships also 
acted as ships pursers is vital to this story.  
 
In ports a Nordic radio-officer had to 
accompany a sick sailor to a health- 
center or to visit a doctor as an interpreter. 
 
In late August 1967 we arrived in the Algerian 
port of Annaba, formerly Bone.  Our engine 
room apprentice had for several days, 
complained about an irritating skin rash on his 
right leg.  The ships captain arranged a 
doctors appointment via the brokers office to 
be on arrival. 
 
A very worn out taxicab, a Dodge from the 
50´s, picked up me and the patient and took 

us on a very bumpy ride through the dusty 
desert.  The ride took several hours. 
 
After a, in my mind, an eternity we finally 
arrived to a building complex, in the middle of 
the desert, that looked like a hospital in 
French colonial style built in limestone.  Fair 
enough, this was the local hospital. 
 
I was horrified by the first sight as we entered 
the building.  All along the entrance and on the 
surrounding patio there were people sitting 
and lying around moaning and giving suffering 
sounds. 
Blood and excrements on the floor, I wondered 
if we had done right getting this appointment. 
  
We were received by an Algerian male nurse 
with very poor knowledge of the English 
language.  I tried to explain the reason why we 
had arrived there, showing the sailors 
complaint.  After a minute or so, a blonde  
doctor with very yellow eye whites and a 
staring look showed up.  He took a brief look 
at the patients affection and declared with a 
French accent, that this was a very common 
type of rash.  He ordered the Arab nurse to go 
and get some bandage and a bottle of rubbing 
lotion.  "Apply this lotion daily and the patients 
rash will disappear in a week." 
 
From Annaba our ship sailed for Genoa in Italy. 
Halfway to our engine room apprentice came 
to my radio room complaining that his leg did 
not feel right. 
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 We loosened the bandage on his leg and while 
doing that we could observe that the skin on 
his leg followed, attached to the bandage.  He 
was repatriated to Finland for further 
treatment on arrival to Genoa. 
 
 73 and Sincerely, 
Stig-Olof+ 
  
PS. I attach an illustration from the doctors 
visit. 

 
 
 
 
 

----- Original Message -----  
From: Wendell R Benson  
To: Francis T. Cassidy  
Sent: Saturday, June 06, 2009 8:31 PM 
Subject: normandy 
 
Nice thoughts from Stig in Finland.... 
  
----- Original Message -----  
From: stig jokinen  
To: Wendell R Benson  
Sent: Saturday, June 06, 2009 4:21 PM 
Subject: normandy 
 
Hi Wendell! 
Wish You a serene rememberance day. 
We have not forgotten Your peoples 
sacrifices on the beaches of Normandy! 
  
Stig-Olof+ 
 
******************************** 
We received a few more pictures taken at the 
June 7, 2009 Awards Luncheon, after we 
published Email Newsletter #48 
 
Here they are and we have been promised 
more of them from others who attended the 
VWOA Luncheon. 
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VWOA President Alan Ehrlich presents the 
Award Plaque to Rear Admiral J. Robert 
Lunney NY Naval Militia (Ret.) 

 
  Rear Admiral J. Robert Lunney NY Naval 
Militia (Ret.) signs the The Ship of 
Miracles book for Margaret Mullin, the 
daughter of Ray & Elisabeth Mullin   

A Happy VWOA President Alan Ehrlich 
shares a thought with Rear Admiral J. 
Robert Lunney NY Naval Militia (Ret.) 
 
 
 
******************************** 
We would prefer to hear from you by Email at: 
 

  ftcassidy@optonline.net  
or  

wenben@nyc.rr.com   
 

but if you must, send mail to: 
 

VWOA 
PO Box 1003  Peck Slip 
New York NY  10272-1003

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 




